
	  
Sponsored	  by	  The	  Greater	  Dane	  County	  Advanced	  Learner	  Network	  

American	  Family	  Insurance	  Training	  Center	  	  
Building	  A	  6000	  American	  Parkway,	  Madison	  6:00	  –	  8:15	  

5:30-6:00  Registration – Kathy Enstad; Kitty VerKuilen and Amy Miller 

6:00 WELCOME!  Kathy Enstad     Door Prize Drawing—items donated by area school districts 

6:15 Session A 

Perfectionism: From Surviving to Thriving      
(All Ages)  
Perfectionism—is this a “dirty word” or not? While 
not all perfectionists are gifted, many gifted 
individuals, child to adult, are perfectionists. How 
can this affect the social and emotional well-being 
of an individual?  Should we intervene?  If so, how 
and when? These are some of the questions that 
will be addressed along with suggestions for 
parents.   
 
Sue Schaar , Advanced Learner Specialist  

WCATY: - Enrichment with Cognitive peers 
(All Ages)       
 
This session will discuss the importance of 
accessing programs that follow your passion and 
provide motivating challenges.  Opportunities for 
the summer as well as the school year will be 
highlighted. 
 
 
 
Ola Skyba, WCATY Representative  
 

Motivated and Engaged Learners: It all 
begins with a Growth Mindset  (All Ages) 
One of the biggest challenges parents face today is 
student motivation. If we want children to be in 
charge of their own learning, and to be persistent 
and resilient learners, promoting a growth mindset 
is an important first step. This session will offer 
strategies and resources for parents to encourage 
their children to take charge of their own education 
while knowing that learning is about hard work and 
effort.  Attendees will leave the session with an 
overview of Fixed versus Growth Mindset 
approaches to learning and a variety of strategies to 
support a growth mindset. 
 
 
 
 
Carol Wilson and Amy Miller 
Oregon School District 

It’s Never too Early- Let’s talk about 
College (Tween/Teen) 
This session will provide parents with an overview 
of the college admissions and application process. 
The conversation will cover: the criteria students 
should use to find a good college match; what 
colleges look for in applicants; what different size 
schools and public vs. private institutions have to 
offer advanced students; the realities of acceptance 
at elite colleges and universities; and how the 
journey through the application and admissions 
process can be positive and joyful. The presenter, 
Sharon Daly, leads the College Matters Forum for 
high school juniors annually through the Greater 
Dane Advanced Learners Network.  She is also the 
parent of a recent college graduate and a current 
college senior. 
Sharon Daly  Cambridge School District 

 



7:00 Cookie Break Kathy Enstad  Door Prize Drawing 

 

 

 

7:15 Session B 

 

Session B 

Supporting Your Anxious Child        
(All ages) 
 
Anxiety is rampant in our society, including among 
children, and certainly among many gifted children 
and adolescents. This session will briefly examine 
some of the reasons for this anxiety and provide 
parents with practical ways to help children deal 
with it to support a healthy life style.   
 
 
Sue Schaar, Advanced Learner Specialist 

Love & Logic and Social Emotional 
Needs of Gifted (SENG) Parent Groups:  
Parenting strategies to support my 
advanced learner   (All Ages) 
 
What’s in it for you?  Not only do these groups 
teach parenting strategies but they also provide 
support for parents of spirited children.  This 
session provides an overview of each program and 
how you can participate.   
 
Kitty VerKuilen & Janice Gerlach 
McFarland School District 

When Executive Function is lagging: 
Encouraging Achievement (Tween/Teen)  
 
Do you have a tween or teen who struggles to start 
and finish tasks, recall and follow multistep 
directions, plan, stay organized, pay attention to 
important details and/or complete tasks in a timely 
fashion?  Come join us to learn some new strategies 
to support children with executive function 
challenges.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Carol Wilson and Amy Miller 
Oregon School District 

The Power of Self Advocacy (Tween/Teen) 
When given the information they need students 
themselves are best able to decide when, where 
and how they want their education to be 
differentiated. No one knows better than they what 
is going on in their heads and hearts as they sit in 
class, walk the halls, complete assignments, 
interact with their peers and teachers. Our role 
must be to create and sustain a partnership with 
them, to tell them, “There is something you can do 
right now to change tomorrow or next week or next 
month or next semester. You can speak up for 
yourself, ask for what you need.”  This session will 
provide parents with the self-advocacy information 
they can share with their children in order for them 
to navigate “The System”. 
 
Deb Douglas, GT Carpe Diem Consultant . . . 
and parent, teacher, former GT coordinator and 
WATG Past President 

 

8:00 Closing  Kathy Enstad  Door Prize Drawing 

  



 


